
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Month

La
un

ch
es

Non-commercial (small)
Non-commercial (std)
Commercial oar
Commercial motor

Maximum Launches per Day
Average Launches per Day

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

La
un

ch
es

Non-commercial (small)
Non-commercial (std)
Commercial oar
Commercial motor

Maximum Launches per Day
Average Launches per Day

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

La
un

ch
es

Non-commercial (small)
Non-commercial (std)
Commercial oar
Commercial motor

Maximum Launches per DayAverage Launches per Day

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

La
un

ch
es

Non-commercial (small)
Non-commercial (std)
Commercial oar
Commercial motor

Maximum Launches per Day
Average Launches per Day

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

La
un

ch
es

Non-commercial (small)
Non-commercial (std)
Commercial oar
Commercial motor

Maximum Launches per Day
Average Launches per Day

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

La
un

ch
es

Non-commercial (small)
Non-commercial (std)
Commercial oar
Commercial motor

Maximum Launches per Day
Average Launches per Day

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Month

La
un

ch
es

Non-commercial (small)
Non-commercial (std)
Commercial oar
Commercial motor

Maximum Launches per Day
Average Launches per Day

What are the Lees Ferry (Zone 1) Alternatives?

Grand Canyon
National Park Service
US Department of the Interior

Grand Canyon National Park
Arizona
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Current Operations
(1998 – 2003 data)

Preferred Alternative

H

G

Summary of Alternatives - Lees Ferry to Diamond Creek

A B C D E F G H
Number of 

Motor /
No-Motor 

Months
Months with No 

Motors
Sept 

15–Dec 15
All All Mar, Apr, 

Sept, Oct
Oct–Mar Jul–Dec Sept–Dec Sept–Feb

Summer 9 4 4 5 6 6 6 6
Shoulder 7 2 3 3 3 4 5 3

Winter 1 1 2 1 2 2 2 1

Commercial 
Motor

43 0 0 25 30 30 40 32 Summer
24 Shoulder

Commercial
Oar

39 25 30 25 25 30 30 32 Summer
24 Shoulder

Noncommercial
Standard

16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16

Noncommercial 
Small

0 8 0 8 8 8 8 8

Commercial
Motor 18 0 0 10 8 10 8 10

Commercial
Oar

18 16 16 16 14 16 14 16

Noncommercial 18 16 16 16 16 16 14 16

Commercial
Motor 18 0 0 10 8 10 8 10

Commercial
Oar

21 18 18 18 16 18 16 18

Noncommercial 21 18 18 18 18 18 16 18

Commercial
Motor

30 0 0 18 0 18

Commercial
Oar

30 0 21 21 0 21 21 if
Demand

Noncommercial
Motor

30 0 0 18 0 18 18

Noncommercial
Oar

30 18 21 30 21 21 21 25

Helicopter
Exchange
Months 

All None None None April –
September

January –
June

January –
August

May –
August

Hiking
Exchange

Months 

Commercial 113,083 97,694 166,814 137,368 115,500 128,689 115,500 115,500
Noncommercial 58,048 74,523 115,783 85,946 121,683 106,457 134,410 102,725

Total 171,131 172,218 282,598 223,314 237,183 235,146 249,910 218,225

Commercial 18,891 7,914 17,686 14,979 16,120 18,671 19,688 19,835
Noncommercial 3,571 4,980 7,543 5,449 7,693 6,745 8,992 6,482

Total 22,461 12,894 25,228 20,427 23,812 25,415 28,680 26,317
Opportunity for

Winter
Commercial

Trips?

Motor or oar No Oar Motor or oar No Motor or oar No Oar if
Demand

Probable Total User-Days

Probable Total Yearly Passengers

Shoulder Seasons (March–April / September–October)

Winter (November–February)

Whitmore Exchanges

All None All All All All All

Maximum Number of Launches per Day

Maximum Group Size (including guides)

Maximum Trip Length to Diamond Creek (in number of days)
Summer (May–August)

Mar., Apr., 
Sept., Oct.

9/3 0/12 0/12 8/4 6/6 8/4 6/6

Current Preferred

6/6

0

0 0

0


